ANIMAL ADVENTURES
FUN PACK
www.newbig5.com

We live on an incredible planet that’s full of beautiful, colourful,
unique and sometimes WEIRD wildlife.

Are you an Animal Adventurer?
Yes?
Then let’s explore the world of wildlife…
All you’ll need are some pens or colored pencils, and your
brain switched on to

MAXIMUM POWER.
But be prepared. It can get

pretty
wild
out there…
Let’s get started, Animal Adventurer!

FIRST, can you answer this question: What is the largest animal that walks on planet Earth?

Answer:
elephant

If you said

then you are 100% correct!

Fun facts:
African elephants can be 4 metres tall.
Elephants live in Africa and Asia.
They can weigh seven tonnes.
They spend up to 16 hours of every day eating leaves, roots, fruit and grass.
Can you guess what all that food makes elephants do? That’s right. An elephant has to POO A LOT!
An elephant can do 330 pounds of poo every day.
Grown-ups call it ‘dung’. But it’s poo! Lots and lots and lots of poo. An adult human being weighs on average 62
kilogrammes. So, an elephant’s poo each day can weigh more than two people!
The dung is full of seeds from the many plants they eat. And that is SUPER important, so new trees can grow from the
seeds in the dung.
Elephants also have HUGE ears and huge feet with pads as unique as human fingerprints.
They are a lot like humans. They’re intelligent, they care and look after each other. They also get sad when an elephant
dies.

But maybe the best thing about an elephant is the trunk. What do you think an elephant uses their trunk for?
An elephant uses their TRUNK to pick up tiny little pieces of food off the ground and to reach really, really high up
into trees to munch fresh leaves.
They can suck up water with their trunk and drink it – or squirt it out at their family or friends, like
a water pistol. They sometimes twirl their trunks together, to show they like each other. And when
they’re angry, they might hit other elephants with it.
An elephant’s trunk is very sensitive to smells. It can even tell what direction a smell is coming from.

Can you do that with your nose?

CHALLENGE!!!
Let’s celebrate the incredible elephant by drawing a picture in the space
below.

Come on, Animal Adventurer, let’s find out about some other
wonderful wildlife.
Do you think there are any animals bigger than an elephant?
Clue: Maybe they live in the water…

Answer:
Well, there isn’t a bigger animal on land. But whales live in our
oceans and can be giant.
Blue whales grow up to 30 metres. That’s longer than 2 buses.

THE POLAR BEAR is another big, powerful animal.
Do you know what color the hair on a polar bear’s coat is?

Answer:
Did you say white?
Well, not exactly. You still score a point, though, because it’s a tricky question. We thought their hair was white too! But
according to scientists, a polar bear’s hair actually has no color. Each hair is transparent, with a hollow core that reflects
light, making their hair appear white to our eyes. The same thing happens with ice and snow, which is also clear but looks
white.

Isn’t that funny?

Do you know where polar bears live?

Do you think there are polar bears in Antarctica too?

Answer:

Answer:
If you answered ‘No’, you’re 100% correct!
There are no polar bears in Antarctica. In fact, the word
‘Arctic’ comes from the Greek word for ‘bear’.
The Artic.

Polar bears live in

The Artic is a region of ice, snow and ocean up in the
North Pole, at the top of our planet.
Down at the South Pole, at the bottom of our planet,
there’s another region of ice and snow called Anctartica.

‘Antarctic’ comes from the Greek for ‘opposite of the Arctic’
or ‘opposite of the bear.’

CHALLENGE!!!

What other interesting animals can you think of?
Here’s your next challenge, Animal Adventurer. The word below spells ‘wildlife’. For each letter, can you think of 1 animal whose
name begins with that letter?
For example, if the first letter was G, you could choose gorilla, goat, goldfish, gibbon, gecko…

I
L
D
L
I
F
E

Which animal did you think of for the letter L? Was it lion?
African lions are often called the ‘Kings of the Jungle.’ But they
don’t live in jungles. They live in grasslands and plains.
Lions are not the biggest cat in the world. Can you think of a cat
that's bigger than a lion?
Did you say
?
If so, you are 100% correct!
tiger

W

Tigers are bigger than lions and they live in jungles.
African lions have a powerful roar that can be heard 5 miles
away. They roar to warn other lions to stay away from their
territory.
Lions can sleep up to 20 hours a day.
Would you rather sleep all day, like a lion? Or eat all day, like
an elephant?

If you could choose one animal to be, out of all the
animals in the world, what would it be? And why?

Whale, Walrus, Warthog, Weasel
Ibis, Indri
Lion, Lemming, Lemur
Dog, Deer, Donkey, Dolphin, Duck
Leopard, Lynx, Llama, Lobster
Iguana, Impala
Frog, Ferret, Fly, Fish, Flamingo
Elephant, Eagle, Emu, Earwig

Unsung Heroes
Here at the New Big 5 project, we like to celebrate all of the incredible animals on our planet, large and small, including
some that are not so famous.
There is a balance in nature. Every animal is important, from frogs and foxes to birds, bats and insects. They each have a
role to play in their ecosystem. If one creature disappears, it can be bad for all the other animals and plants.

Match the text with the right creature:
This is a little animal that lives in Africa and Asia.
They look like little aliens. They are covered in
scales. If they feel in danger, they curl up into a
tight little ball.
They have sticky pink tongues that are longer than
their bodies. They eat 70 million insects per year.
Can you imagine eating 70 million insects?

In Mexico, there’s a creature that lives
in water. It looks like a mix between a
lizard and a fish. If they lose an arm or
a leg, it can grow another arm or leg.
They can even grow back a bit of their
brain. How cool is that?

This creature flies from flower to flower,
carrying pollen, which helps all our plants
grow, so we have a healthy, happy planet.

Peregrine
falcon

Axolotl

What skill or ability do you wish you had?

These creatures have an important job
to tidy up the world. Imagine if your
job was tidying your bedroom ALL THE
TIME. They don’t mind doing that
because they like to eat a lot of the
wood, plants and leaves left lying
around. They help keep places clean.

The fastest animal in the world can fly
at 242 miles per hour. That’s so much
faster than your family’s car.

Termite

Pangolin

Bee

DO YOU LIKE JOKES?

We asked some of the world’s comedians to tell us their best wildlife jokes. Circle your favourite ones in different colours.
The best way to tell the difference between a crocodile and
an alligator is by leaving and seeing which one you see later.
Jake Lambert
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Oink.
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CHALLENGE!!!
Do you think you could write a wildlife joke?
It helps to think about an animal’s name or what they look like or how they behave. Or you can play with words, like
Milton Jones mixing up ‘baboon’ and ‘balloon’. You try......

If you come up with a joke you like, please share it with us on social media (if your parents are happy for you to).
Use the hashtag #newbig5. If it makes us laugh, we’ll share it…

Do you know what the ‘Big 5’ is?
Over the last 150 years, hunters from Europe and the
United States liked to go to Africa to hunt the animals, like
elephants and lions.
The ‘Big 5’is a term used by the hunters for the 5 most
difficult or dangerous animals to shoot and kill with their
guns. The big 5 animals are lion, leopard, rhinoceros,
elephant and buffalo.

We prefer to see animals ALIVE, when they’re out in the natural world doing cool things, like
running, jumping, swimming, eating, playing…
We’re creating a New Big 5 that doesn’t involve any hunting at all - and YOU can help!

What are your 5 favorite animals to see in pictures and photographs?
We want everyone to choose their 5 favorite animals to include in the New Big 5 of wildlife photography.
You can choose animals from anywhere in the world. Just pick land animals. No marine creatures, birds, pets...
Tell your friends, family and everyone you know to vote on our website: www.newbig5.com
If your parents are happy for you to, you can VOTE too. They can help you.

CHALLENGE!!!

Draw your choice of 5 animals on the next page. Share your drawing with us on Twitter, Facebook or Instagram (if
your parents are happy for you to), using the hashtag #newbig5 and we’ll share some of the pictures.

MY BIG 5 OF WILDLIFE

#newbig5

Getting To Know Wildlife Close To Home

To find wonderful wildlife, you don’t always need to travel to a different country. You can find interesting creatures near where you live.

Explore
your local area

Do you have
a garden?

(with your parents or friends).

Look closely and you might find
insects or other animals, like
squirrels. Pick up a rock. There
might be something under there.
Look behind a tree. Check out
leaves, flowers, plants, mud and
grass.

Look up
at the skies.

Even
in cities,
you can find
animals, from
raccoons to
coyotes and
hawks.

Watch from a window or outside,
and you might see birds flying
past or sitting in trees.

Be patient
and take your time. Just
because a bird or insect or
animal isn’t doing anything
interesting at first, you never
know what might happen!

Remember:
Always stay safe! And always take care with the animals
too – you don’t want to hurt or disturb them either.

Borrow
a phone or camera
and try to take photos of what
you find. Photos can help you
identify what you saw later.

Do you have parks, fields,
woodlands, rivers or ponds near
where you live? Is there a
national park close by? There’s
plenty of wildlife to find if you
look hard enough.

CHALLENGE!!!
Ok, Animal Adventurer, here’s your next challenge.
With your parents’ permission, look around your house and
garden and see what wildlife you can find nearby.
Come back in 10 or 20 minutes and write a little report with details
of what you found:

What creatures did you nd?
What did they look like?
(You can check details of their
appearance on the Internet or in a book,
and nd out what they’re called.)
What were they doing?
What’s Out There?

My Local Wildlife Report...

Wildlife Cameras
Just because you can't travel right now doesn't mean you can't discover the world's wildlife.
Wildlife cameras are a cool way to explore.
One of the best is Explore.org (explore.org/livecams), where you can see gorillas, lions, bears, sea eagles, wolves, fish and
more. They have live streams of what’s happening in wildlife locations, from South Africa to Scotland.
Africam (africam.com/wildlife/) has cameras showing what’s happening in locations across Africa. You might see
anything from lions to elephants to antelope.

CHALLENGE!!!
Go onto Explore.org or Africam.com, and find some animals you’re interested in. (Ask your parents first.) Once you find
an animal, watch for a while. See what they’re doing? Learn about their behaviour?
Write a little report. What's the most interesting thing you saw? What did you learn?

CAN YOU HELP?

Animals around the world are in trouble. Lots of things humans do are killing animals.
For example, there are some
petting zoos where wild
animals are made to have their
photo taken with people.
Animals don’t like having
photos with people or being
touched – it often makes them
stressed and sad. When the
animals stop being young and
cute, sometimes their owners
get rid of them.

Many forests are cut down to make
space to grow food and LOTS of oil
palm trees. Which means animals, like
orangutans and tigers, don’t have
anywhere to live. Palm oil is in a lot of
our food, like breakfast cereals, cakes,
chocolate, and in soap and shampoo.

Some people buy animals
from other countries to
have as pets, such as
lizards, frogs, snakes or
birds. This often hurts the
animals, who prefer to be
in the wild.

Lots of the plastic bags, cups
and bottles we all use end up
in the oceans, and can kill
turtles, dolphins, whales and
other fish.

Some people kill animals like
elephants, rhinos, tigers and
pangolins. Elephant tusks (ivory) are
used as ornaments or jewellery. Some
people eat wild animals for meat.
Some body parts are used in
traditional 'medicine', even though
things like rhino horn, tiger bones
and pangolin scales don't cure any
illnesses.

Climate change is
making life difficult for
animals, such as polar
bears, as they don’t have
enough ice to move
around on or hunt for
food.

Would you like to help?

Color in the circles for each idea you can help with.
Recycle plastic and reduce
the amount you throw
away at home. For
example, rather than using
lots of bottles, carry a
reusable bottle to fill with
water.

Don’t buy exotic
pets, such as exotic
cats, lizards, frogs or
snakes

Don’t buy animal products,
like ivory, rhino horn, tiger
parts of pangolin scales. If
you see animal products
like those in shops or on the
Internet, report it to the
police or to a wildlife
charity.

Animals like bears, elephants,
lions, dolphins and monkeys
don’t like to perform to
entertain people. Avoid shows
like that!

When you’re in the
supermarket, check if the
food you buy has palm oil
in it. If it contains palm oil,
try to find another product
that doesn’t.
Don't visit petting zoos
or places where you can
have selfies with
animals. It can make
them miserable.

THE ULTIMATE QUIZ

Ok, Animal Adventurer. This is your biggest challenge yet.

How much do you remember?
1: Which animal has a trunk and can do 150
kilogrammes of poo every day?

2: Is a polar bear’s hair white?

3: Do polar bears live in the Arctic or Antarctica?
You get a bonus point if you can remember what
Arctic and Antarctic mean.

4: Which little creature that lives in Mexico can
grow back an arm, leg or even a bit of brain?

5: Which cute little alien-like creature has a pink
tongue that’s longer than it’s whole body?

6: Which big cat is the largest: the lion or the
tiger?

7: What’s the difference between the old big 5
and the New big 5?

8: What is the fastest animal in the world?

9: What is the biggest creature in the world, even
bigger than an elephant?

10: Can you remember 3 ways you can help the
world’s wildlife?

Answers on the next page.

Well, Animal Adventurer.
We hope you’ve enjoyed the world’s wildlife with us.

Every animal is special and unique, just like every person is special and unique.
Just like people, animals are around the world all have different appearances, different personalities, different skills and
abilities.
There’s plenty of space on this beautiful planet for people and animals to live together and get along just fine.
But lots of animals need our help. Lots of animals are endangered. It’s not too late to help them.
Thank you for being an Animal Adventurer and caring about wildlife.
Spread the word. Tell your friends and family.
You can find out lots more about wildlife at: www.newbig5.com

QUIZ ANSWERS
1: Elephant, 2: Clear, 3: Arctic. Bonus point: ‘Arctic’ means ‘bear’ in Greek; ‘Antarctic’ is Greek for ‘opposite of the Arctic’ or ‘opposite of the bear.’, 4: Axolotl, 5:
Pangolin, 6: Tiger, 7: The old big 5 was about animals hunters liked to shoot and kill for trophies. The New big 5 is all about celebrating animals with
photographs/pictures., 8: Peregrine falcon, 9: Blue whale, 10: Never buy illegal animal products, such as rhino, tiger, pangolin or elephant parts. Don’t buy exotic
pets. Avoid products with palm oil at the supermarket. Reduce plastic waste.
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